
Lecture Notes -by April Shen 1/31/2007

Subject:

State of Being
-One’s engagement with the everyday object

Theme: topic is on how to access and enter into collecting fine arts, particularly fine
Chinese arts, by addressing the internal need and attention as the primal focus 
and foundation to start out

Five focuses:

1. The Mood
2. The eyes
3. The attitude
4. The intention
5. The Knowledge

1. The mood (several levels)

Notice when you are attracted to something-how does it make you feel and what attracts 
you first and overall (shape, color, detail, structure, patina, texture, religion, philosophy, 
familiarity, necessity, etc.)

Your primal connection with the item

*Side track- Feng Shui with Chinese furniture pieces

2. The eyes

What have you noticed about the item?
Have you missed something?

3. The attitude

Notice what you tend to like and tend not to like.
Is it possible that you might enjoy something you have not before?
What is your overall belief in aesthetics?



4. The intention

Explore your primary purpose (s) for purchasing or collecting the object or some objects
Make decision on what is (are) most important for you

*Side track- the nourishing aspect of art & Chinese art that relates to healing

5. The knowledge-the sensible mind

How many other similar items have you seen, studied, or researched in?
Best ways to learn
The length of your devotion

Common questions:

A. How much or how many pieces should I buy before I can become “the expert” or 
“the collector”?

B. How do I know which is the right piece to choose from?
C. How can I tell the fakes from the authentic pieces?
D. Would I make a good investment return on what I have purchased, or how do I 

make the best investment return on something I would like to purchase?
E. What is the essence of Chinese art?
F. What about the trend?
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